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Total Universities Universities of applied sciences
Type of degree Number In % Number In % Number In %
Bachelor’s degree 138,556 34.5  68,277 25.3  70,279 53.4
Master’s degree 187,907 46.7  134,427 49.7  53,480 40.6
Doctorate 31,995 8.0  31,822 11.8  173 0.1
Other type of degree 18,447 4.6  16,776 6.2  1,671 1.3
Not studying for a degree 25,178 6.3  19,055 7.0  6,123 4.6
Total 402,083 100  270,357 100  131,726 100

Total Universities Universities of applied sciences
Subject group Number In % Number In % Number In %
Engineering 171,619 42.7 102,279 37.8 69,340 52.6
Law, economics and social sciences 101,898 25.3 56,081 20.7 45,817 34.8
Mathematics and natural sciences 47,757 11.9 43,117 15.9 4,640 3.5
Humanities 33,330 8.3 32,281 11.9 1,049 0.8
Medicine and health sciences 18,935 4.7 16,145 6.0 2,790 2.1
Art and art history 18,533 4.6 13,563 5.0 4,970 3.8
Agricultural, forestry and food sciences, veterinary medicine 8,355 2.1 5,772 2.1 2,583 2.0
Other 1,656 0.4 1,119 0.4 537 0.4
Total 402,083 100 270,357 100 131,726 100

Fig. 9–12 
Source: Federal Statistical 
Office, “Statistik der 
Studierenden”; DZHW 
calculations

1 	�The country of origin 
of students was 
determined on the basis 
of their citizenship.

2 	�Deviations from 100% 
are due to rounding.

3 	�Including Hong Kong 
and Macao.

4 	�Figures for universities 
including colleges of art, 
music, education and 
theology.

5 	�In Figure 11 of the 
May 2026 version, 
the numbers for the 
categories “Other type 
of degree” and “Not 
studying for a degree” 
were reversed. This  
was corrected in the 
June 2026 version.

Types of degree and subject groups

Number and share of all international students at universities in Germany in %

  11  International students by type of degree and university in the 2024/25 winter semester2, 4, 5

Number and share of all international students at universities in Germany in %

  12 � International students by subject group and type of university in the 2024/25 winter semester2, 4
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